SULA  (2)


1919

Read from p.7 to p.16   (Estimated reading time : 90 min.)

Make a list of the new characters as you read. (  1 + 2 )

Some help :

fastidious : difficile( à contenter )

shellfire = firing of explosive projectiles or bombs, used repeatedly / tirs d’obus

to muster : avoir l’énergie de …/  rassembler

breath : souffle,  respiration

Private = soldier in the US Army or Marine
higgledy – piggledy = in confusion or disorder

Answer the following questions.

1/ Fill in this grid about Shadrack.  Match the different places and the main events in this chapter.

	Pages
	Places
	Dates
	Main events / consequences  on S’s life /  feelings

	p.7/8
	
	
	

	p.8/9/10
	
	
	

	p.10/11/12/13
	
	
	

	p.14/15/16
	
	
	


2/ What was the most terrible thing Shadrack witnessed that may account for his present condition ? Explain it in your own words.

3/ What were the two possible  reasons why the hospital discharged Shadrack ? 

4/ What event did Shadrack establish ? In what year ? Explain what it consisted in.

5/ What was the reasoning behind Shadrack’s establishment of this day ?

  Some more vocabulary ( only if you desperately need help ! )

his wrist : son poignet

soothe  : calmer / tranquilliser


a straightjacket ( straitjacket) : une camisole 

release(v ou n) : libérer / libération, sortie

a haven : un abri, un refuge

matted ( hair) : emmêlé, enchevêtré

squash : courge / pumpkin : potiron

struggle (v ou n) lutter, se battre , résister / une lutte
a rope : une corde

a boundary : une limite



a straggler : un trainard

tetter heads = here, teenagers


curses : des malédictions

goad : aiguillonner, harceler




Test sheet   2

True or False. Correct the following statements if necessary

a/ During World War I, Shadrack was badly injured by a bomb.

b/ He suffers from hallucinations due to shell-shock.
c/ He needs things to be ordered and secure to feel comfortable.
d/ After leaving hospital, he is jailed by the police because he was violent.
e/ After his return to Medallion, he lives alone and never sees anyone. 
f/ Every January 3rd, Shadrack marches through the community playing music and carrying a rope for executions.

g/ He celebrates National Suicide Day so that one day in the year could be free and safe.
h/ He is rejected by the community because they are afraid of his madness.

Key :

A/ No. He is overwhelmed by visions in which he sees the horrors of war. He is specially stunned by the brutal suddenness of death in the midst of battle. He was treated for shell-shock ( today the diagnosis would probably be post traumatic stress syndrome)
B/ True

C/ Yes. He needs to feel secure and protected. For example, he feels better when he is confined in a straitjacket , “both relieved and grateful”.(p9) Another example : his tray with the food and “the neat balance of the triangles – a balance that soothed him, transferred some of its equilibrium to him” (p8). He panics when he sees the many choices in front of him when he leaves hospital, the lack of order “ There were no fences, no warnings, …”(p10)

D/ No. Just for vagrancy.

E/ No. He sells fish twice a week. And sometimes gets drunk and outrageous. And celebrates Nat S Day every year with a parade.

F/ Not music, but carrying a cowbell and a hangman’s rope. It is a kind of very ordered, ritualistic life.

G/True. So that “the rest of the year would be safe and free”  “Telling them it was their only chance to kill themselves or each other.” 

H/ Not really. He is regarded as a bit strange, but no more. The community accepts him with his eccentricities. He has a ‘sane insanity’ and they acknowledge it, even though subconsciously


