[…] Nancy Jo Sales pushes the point that Neiers seems desperate for fame, but Sales is also part of the media frenzy surrounding the teenager that fuels the desire for celebrity. It essentially seems to have become a sick cycle of chasing fame, or infamy, that even I, in writing this blog post am part of.  Neiers’ life seems to have been in many ways sheltered, she was home schooled by her highly spiritual mother and then suddenly was thrust into the Hollywood nightlife scene, modelling for lingerie brands and alongside her ‘sister’ (actually just a close childhood friend) taking part in straight to DVD movies and TV commercials. Her life became so heightened it seems it was no longer reality, and Neiers has since been very open about her drug addiction and issues she faced during this period of her adolescence.
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The most common items among the $3million collection ‘bling ring’ kids seemed to take from their victims was their clothes. Not just a designer jacket or bag, but underwear and personal items. Their desire to live the lifestyle of the rich and famous was deeply ingrained in their motives, however; these teens lived in affluent Hollywood suburbs, hardly on the bread line. They were by no means Paris Hilton levels of wealthy, but they surely didn’t want for anything, apart from the lives of the celebrities they robbed. They also don’t appear to have sold huge amounts of what they stole; instead they kept the clothing, jewelry and other items and integrated them into their personal wardrobes. Chief ‘bling ring’ whistleblower Nick Prugo also alleges the teens partied in Paris Hilton’s mansion, drinking, smoking and dancing, all the while knowing, through Twitter, TMZ and other gossip sites, that Paris was on the other side of town, or even the country. So now an article, a novel, a movie, various blogs, news sites and YouTube videos have created a sense of mystery around the teens, giving them their own status of celebrity, and the comparatively lenient sentencing given to them (potentially, Prugo could have faced 42 years behind bars but served just a year of a two year sentence) suggests that in the future, we could see similar events taking place. Whilst young celebrities are convicted of drink driving or cocaine possession, the teenagers desperately trying to access their lives are convicted of burglary and none of them receive particularly harsh or even moderate sentences. Therefore, due to the attention received by these kids, it is entirely conceivable that these events, or similar, will occur once more. However, this time, will Hollywood be aware of its flaws and weaknesses, or still truly believe that fame alone can keep out the ‘little people‘?
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